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1994 Bombing Incident 


The Explosives Unit-Bomb Data Center (EU-BDC) collects, collates, and distributes 
statistical information, To this end, the unit has annually published the Bomb Summary which 
contains detailed information on explosive and incendiary bombings, recoveries of explosives, 
and recoveries of hoax bomb devices in the United States and its territories. Unfortunately 
because of this year's budgetary constraints, the EU-BDC may not be able to publish the 1994 
edition in the standard format. 


The unit understands the value of this information, however, especially for those who 
make a dedicated effort to report these incidents to our center. The bombing statistics are an 
important law enforcement management tool used to assess the impact of violent crime in the 
United States. Public safety agencies use the statistical base to measure the bombing activity in 
their region. Important decisions regarding bomb squad manpower allocation, safe response 
procedures, inve ‘igative procedures, and equipment options are initiated and supported by the 
bombing statistics. 


This bulletin contains a synopsis of the bombing incidents for 1994. The statistical 
information is derived from incidents reported by public safety agencies, Military Explosive 
Ordnance Disposal units, the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms, and the Postal 
Inspection Service. Without their participation a complete understanding of the magnitude of this 


problem would not be possible. 


Three thousand one hundred and sixty-three bombing incidents were reported to the EU- 
BDC in 1994. This is a 6% increase over 1993 bombings (2,980). The use of explosives in 
bombings accounted for 77% of the incidents. The remaining 23% were incendiary incidents. 


Aciual and Attempted Bombings 


In 78% of the bombing incidents the devices successfully detonated or ignited--22 % were 
unsuccessful. Explosive devices detonated as planned 79% of the time and incendiary devices 
ignited 75% of the time. 


Four percent of actual and attempted bombings were preceded by a warning or a threat. 
Eighty-six percent of the threats were verbal and 14% were written. 


PUBLICATION OR REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED WITHOUT THE CONSENT 
OF THE FBI EXPLOSIVES UNIT-BOMB DATA CENTER 


Location 


Of the 3,163 bombing incidents, 1,023 (32%) occurred in the Western states, Twenty- 
nine percent of the incidents occurred in the Southern states (904), which includes Washington, 
D.C,, and Puerto Rico, and 30% (944) in the North Central states. The Eastern states endured 
nine percent of the bombings--two hundred and ninety-two, 


Targets 


The top five bombing targets were residential properties at 52%, commercial operations 
and vehicles both at 11%, open areas at 7%, and academic facilities at 4%. 


Injuries and Deaths 


Bombings injured 308 and killed 31 individuals in 1994. 


Property Damages 


Damage to properties was estimated at 7.5 million dollars. 


Recoveries of Devices 


For the EU-BDC to tabulate an incident as a recovery the improvised explosive or . 
incendiary device must have been without a target--for example, seized during a search or traffic 
stop. If the device was mailed, placed, thrown, or projected at a target the incident was counted 
as an attempted bombing. 


There were | ,009 incidents involving the recovery of devices--an increase of 24 percent. 
Public safety agencies recovered explosives 93% of the time. Seven percent of the recoveries 
involved incendiary devices. 


There were 474 incidents involving the placement of hoax devices. Thirty-seven percent 
were preceded by a threatening note, letter, or telephone call to the establishment or individual 
target. For our purposes, “suspicious packages" were not tabulated--for example, unclaimed 


luggage in an airport. 


Financial Institutions received some type of threat before the incident 72% of the time 
and commercial/retail establishments 58% of the time. Offices were warned 29% of the time, 
academic facilities 30% and residential property owners were warned prior to a hoax 18% of the 
time. 
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The 1993 damage figure includes $510 million damage done to 2438 


the World Trade Center building by a bomb on February 26, 1993. 
The persons injured figure for 1993 includes the 1,042 persons 
who were injured in the same bombing. 
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37% of incidents involving Hoax devices 
were preceded by a threatening note, 
letter or telephone call. 
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